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head, let those who advise such a policy be
responsible. I apply this to all countries. I have
in writing and in words told Leo XIII : ' There is
one powef in Ireland that can govern the Irish
-people - that is the Irish Bishops ; and there is
one power upon earth that can govern the Irish
Bishops, and that is your Holiness.3 But this
must be through and not outside. If the Holy
See will govern with, by, and through the Episco-
pate, one whole race of men would disappear -
the whisperers, intriguers, backbiters, and
accusers."

But oppressed though he was " by the evils of
drink " he was far too shrewd an observer not to
realise that excessive drinking was to a large
extent the result of degrading social conditions as
often as it was their cause, and the condition of
the people in England was ever in his mind. Long
before he left the Church of England he foresaw
the coining of great social changes, and he fully
realised the inhumanity of the conditions approved
and to an extent created by the Manchester
School. As early as 1872 he attended a meeting
at Exeter Hall and proposed a motion of sympathy
with the agricultural labourer. Subsequently,
writing to Gladstone, he said :

" Why cannot you do these things for the
labourer ? Prohibit the labour of children under